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so there is no answer to the problem of pain. it will be solved in its entirety at the end of time when
the judgement is done. and in the meantime, we should rest assured that even the most terrible

suffering is good for us, for it leads to repentance, a turning from evil, and to a happiness of a kind
which can never be measured in this life. so there is one central truth that every section of this essay
does not contain, and that is the single astounding fact that every time an innocent man, woman or
child is murdered or raped, the same biblical story comes true. god's judgments are certain, and the

claim that innocent men, women and children are taken away forever is true. the problem is the
temporal treatment of hell for the wicked. what says if one who dares to confront god with his sins is

given hell? what if a child born into a sinful nation asks god to join him in prayer to have his life
spared because he will not repent? what if the child is born with a heart as hard as stone but the

parents, being poor, cannot afford the medicine that will end its life? what then? you see, all these
are real, everyday situations. and it is the same policy that god gives them all the same answer. he
will judge, and if the person lives he will be judged, and if the person will repent and live, he will be
saved. lewis said that god has made a promise of the ultimate joy of heaven. but, he argued, this

does not entail that we need to hope for that ultimate joy to buy time for which we are surely going
to hell. once we appreciate the depth of the idea of hell and the sober reality of it, we ought not to
despair. instead, we should be glad of the fact that it is not us who are suffering, but other people.

the ideal of a christian, he wrote, should be a person who, “though they must endure a little misery,
are content to endure it, and happy to make other people happy, because it is the wish of god that

all men should be so happy.”
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the answer to the case of god's anger with sin is that there will be no sin. "there shall be no sin,"
says isaiah, felix culpa; "god will have no need of repentance." this being so, we should expect to see

in the final judgment god with a face that expresses some heat, a face sad at the plight of the lost
and angry at the cruelties they have endured. but this is not so. god will be to the end just, just as he
has been all along; he will be on our side in our efforts to save others and on theirs to keep us from
them; and this will be the last trouble, when all our life's crosses will have been over. in the end, a
man who gets to heaven will have been in the world a good man. in the end, a man who has been

alone and friendless will have seen a friend and have had a friend. in the end, he will have the
certainty of seeing a situation which is not hidden from him and of which he is not afraid or

ashamed. lewis contends that jesus was crucified "by jews and gentiles for two reasons. one, that in
himself he came into the world and conquered sin, suffering, and death; the other, that he was a jew
by nature and a jew by religion." the former reason, he adds, "might have been enough, on the first
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easter day, had not the jews also known that his presence was a menace and the world a danger."
while lewis believed this to be true, it was not based on the biblical understanding of jesus'

crucifixion. lewis' explanation may be responsible for the first evangelist to describe jesus as "the
man of sorrows." the earliest communities of the apostles were deeply affected by the suffering of
jesus, but it does not follow that they or we believe his suffering was the final explanation of sin.

lewis' second reason for believing this is false. when jesus "made his appearance, the churches of
the first century were in grievous danger. if he was the messiah, he was claiming to be their king. if
he was their king, he might be their oppressor. he might destroy their already endangered authority
or encourage them to disobedience. it was not that they were rationalists. it was that they did not

see their own condition without seeing his. their very existence was under threat. they were warned
of disaster if they did not believe in him. they were given a final and unexpected proof of him - that
he was killed by jews. this, of course, was the crowning proof. they saw that his death was on their

head as well as his life. he was not their saviour. they had to make a choice." 5ec8ef588b
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